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By order of December 29, 2011, the Wayne County Probate Court was instructed
to implement Paragraph 1 of the Settlement Agreement within thirty days of the date of
the order, or report to this Court within that time why it was not “practicable” to do so.
By letter dated January 13, 2012, the probate court responded, stating that the
reinstatement of Elaine Steele and Adam Shakoor as co-personal representatives and co-



trustees of the will and trust, respectively, was not practicable. The court based its
conclusion on past disagreements between the court and Elaine Steele, the Rosa Parks
Institute, and their counsel; the decision in In re Estate of Rosa Louise Parks,
unpublished opinion per curiam of the Court of Appeals, issued March 19, 2009 (Docket
Nos. 281203, 281438, 281204, 281437), which affirmed the 2007 reappointment of the
fiduciaries selected by the court to replace Elaine Steele and Adam Shakoor; and certain
issues concerning the propriety of the conduct of counsel for Elaine Steele and the
Institute and his dealings with clients and in reporting to the court.

Despite the concerns of the probate court, that court’s prior rulings resolving past
disagreements between the court and Elaine Steele, the Institute, and their counsel, are
undisturbed by this Court’s December 29, 2011 Order, except insofar as they are
inconsistent with this Court’s Order, and thus pose no obstacle to implementing
Paragraph 1 of the Settlement Agreement. The prior decision of the Court of Appeals
affirming the court’s 2007 decision to overrule the objections of Elaine Steele and the
Institute to the fee requests of the fiduciaries then serving, and the renewal of their letters
of authority, likewise poses no obstacle to implementation of this Court’s Order. Finally,
this Court’s Order in no way hinders the probate court’s ability to address, on its own
motion or the motion of any party, as appropriate, any matters other than those
specifically addressed and disposed of in that Order, including those cited by the court in
its letter.

Therefore, on order of the Court, we DIRECT the Wayne County Probate Court to
proceed within 28 days of the date of this order with implementing Paragraph 1 of the
Settlement Agreement, as directed in this Court’s December 29, 2011 Order, by
reinstating Elaine Steele and Adam Shakoor as co-personal representatives and co-
trustees of the Will and Trust, respectively.

We further ORDER that the motion for reconsideration of this Court’s December
29, 2011 Order is DENIED, because it does not appear that the order was entered
erroneously.

MARILYN KELLY, J., would grant reconsideration.

I, Corbin R. Davis, Clerk of the Michigan Supreme Court, certify that the
foregoing is a true and complete copy of the order entered at the direction of the Court.
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